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EXISTING CONDITIONS
The 101 freeway embankments receive limited maintenance 
and attention. They are fenced off, secluded, dark, littered, and 
inaccessible. Vegetation is dense, awkward, and invasive. Illegal 
activities, encampments, fires, and dangerous and unsightly 
conditions are present throughout these spaces. 

The Potrero Hill neighborhood is dissatisfied with the current 
appearance and conditions, and feels that it presents a serious 
health and safety threat to the general public in a rapidly 
growing area.
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January 2013

Today overgrown areas are prone 
to brush fires and dangerous for 
surrounding properties. 

2 fires were documented in 2013 
by July.
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PLANNING CONTEXT
Located along a primary connector in the eastern portion of San Francisco, 
the Loop has the potential to not only be a gateway to the community, but 
also to serve the greater San Francisco population. 

17th Street is an SF Bicycle Coalition Bike Route and an SF Planning 
Department Green Connector linking the Mission District BART station 
to the Blue Greenway and to the southeastern Waterfront. 

As the first view to downtown for vehicles traveling north on HWY-101, The 
Loop will also play a critical role in defining the entry into San Francisco.

16th Street Bike Lane

17th Street 

       Green Connector
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Potrero Hill

The topography of Potrero Hill 
defines two primary routes 
for access through these 
neighborhoods: 17th Street 
and Cesar Chavez. 17th Street 
serves as a critical connector 
through the eastern portion 
of San Francisco for vehicles, 
bicycles, and pedestrians.

Topography &
Primary Routes

The Loop
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Daily Patterns

Daily activities in Potrero, Mission, Dogpatch, and SOMA define 
typical patterns throughout and around the Loop. These include 
daily trips to goods & services, employment centers, and open 
spaces. The Loop is a primary passage node at the center of 
these patterns where thousands of people pass through daily.

GOODS & SERVICES Employment Centers Open space
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Source: SFMTA vehicle counts 1999-2003 and 
the 2011 Bicycle Count Report, SFMTA

x min Bike & Walk Times

bike countsX

502

346

222

270

986

Analysis of daily patterns in the Potrero, SOMA, 
and Mission neighborhoods suggest that 17th 
Street at The Loop is a critical passage node. 

Research of SFTMA vehicle and bicycle counts 
found that in 2003, 16,625 cars passed 
through the 17th / Vermont Street intersection 
daily.

Bicycle counts estimate roughly 200+ bicycles 
utilizing the 17th Street bike lane daily.

Passage Node
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City-Proposed Connections

The Loop aligns with existing goals of connecting the 
City and would provide an extension to already proposed 
and existing connections through the Mission, Potrero, 
SOMA, and Mission Bay neighborhoods. 17th Street is 
an SF Bicycle Coalition Bike Route and an SF Planning 
Department Green Connector.
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1 - Create New Funding Source 

For improved maintenance of neighborhood parks, gardens and 
green spaces.

2 - Envision and Support Small Capital 
Improvements 

To enhance existing green spaces and add new ones.

3 - Build Neighborhood Capacity to Create New 
Open Spaces

Hold the city accountable for their maintenance commitments, 
and advocate for better neighborhood parks and services.

STREET CLEANING . MAINTENANCE . PUBLIC SAFETY 
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS . DISTRICT ADVOCACY

A non profit venture dedicated to civic entrepreneurship.
www.upurban.org 
315 Linden Street   San Francisco, CA 94102   415 551.7610

Potrero Hill / Dopatch

Interested in getting involved? Want more info?

Contact Hannah Smith: hannah@upurban.org

About the GBD
What is a GBD?
Green Benefit Districts (GBDs) are special assessment districts, authorized by state and local law, that allow 
individual property owners to vote to tax their own property in exchange for control over how the as-
sessments are spent within their neighborhood. 
GBDs are managed by a independent, non-profit corporation governed by an elected board of directors 
that represent assessed property owners and community stakeholders. A GBD Management Plan serves 
as the “mini-Constitution” of the GBD, clearly defining the scope and spending authority of each GBD.  
Once approved by the voters, the Management Plan can only be changed by a subsequent vote of the 
assessed property owners.
This transparent and grass-roots management structure ensures that GBDs are held accountable to the 
community they serve and that GBD services are provided in an efficient, responsive and cost-effective 
manner.
A large-scale GBD would substantially improve the maintenance of green space and parks in the Potrero 
Hill and Dogpatch neighborhoods for a relatively modest dollar per square-foot assessment by spreading 
costs over a large area.

Background
In November of 2012, a group of community leaders from the Potrero Hill and Dogpatch neighborhoods 
convened with UP, a local non-profit, to explore the potential of forming a Green Benefit District (GBD) 
to fund enhanced maintenance for a variety of parks, gardens, and green spaces in the neighborhood, 
above the existing baseline services already provided by the City.  A new kind of special assessment district, 
the GBD could help address the issue of increased intensity of use due to compact development, at a 
strategic neighborhood scale. And importantly, new development would also pay its fair share of assesse-
ments, off setting any new maintenance needs caused by increased residential population in the Potrero 
Hill and Dogpatch neighborhoods.  It could also provide “seed capital” to leverage larger investments in 
new neighborhood open space. The Steering Committee was formed, and in partnership with UP, is now 
moving forward with the district formation process, and the survey process begins in March.

Our Goals:
1. Create a new funding source for improved maintenance of neighborhood parks, gardens and green 

spaces.

2. Envision and support small capital improvements to enhance existing green spaces and add new ones.

3. Build neighborhood capacity to create new open spaces, hold the city accountable for their mainte-
nance commitments, and advocate for better neighborhood parks and services. 

Continue to next page...

Goal

What

1

GBD boundary

Green Benefits District

The Loop is located within the newly forming Potrero Hill/Dogpatch 
Green Benefits District. The three main goals of the GBD align with 
the concept vision to install and maintain the Loop as a signature 
open space for the Potrero and Mission neighborhoods. We see an 
opportunity for the Loop and the GBD to grow together.



THE LOOP

Bay Checkerspot (Euphydryas Editha)
Coast Rock Cress (Arabis blepharophylla)
Franciscan Thistle (Cirsium andrewsii)
Marin Dwarf Flax (Hesperolinon congestum)
Opler’s Longhorn Moth (Adela operella)
Presidio Clarkia (Clarkia franciscana)
Raven’s Manzanita (Arctostaphylos hookeri ssp. ravenii)
San Francisco Owl’s Clover (Triphysaria floribunda)
San francisco Gum Plant (Grindelia hirsutula var. maritima)

Serpentine Rock

special concern

threatened

endangered

California Buckeye (Aesculus californica)
California Foothill Pine (Pinus sabiniana)
California Laurel (Umbellullaria californica)
California Redbud (Cercis orbiculata)
Canyon Live Oak (Quercus chrysolepis)
Coulter Pine (Pinus coulteri)
Flannelbush (Fremontodendron californicum)
Grey Pine (Pinus sabiniana) 
Leather Oak (Quercus durata)
MacNab Cypress (Cupressus macnabiana)
Oracle Oak (Quercus x moreha Kellogg)
Sargent’s Cypress (Cupressus sargentii)

California Buckthorn (Rhamnus californica)
California Fuchsia (Zauschneria epilobium)
Coyotemint (Monardella villosa)
Deergrass (Muhlenbergia rigens)
Eastern Mojave Buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum
Hollyleaf Cherry (Prunus ilicifolia)
Hummingbird Trumpet (Epilomium canum)
Leather Oak (Quercus durata)
Naked Buckwheat (Eriogonum nudum)
Oceanspray (Holodiscus discolor)
Serpintine Columbine (Aquilegia eximia)
Styrax (Styrax benzoin)
Toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia)
Van Houtte’s Columbine (Aquilegia eximia)
Woodbalm (Lepechinia calycina)

Trees

Endangered & Threatened

Shrubs & Grasses17th

18th

20th

22nd

24th

Cesar Chavez

The Loop
open spaces

Serpentine Soils & Species The Loop can contribute to the urban 
ecology of San Francisco. Located along the 
Serpentine soil swath through the city, The 
Loop has potential to provide unique and rare 
habitat for a range of species.
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