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OPEN SPACE VISION
The complete vision proposes a continuous Loop of open 
space that will promote public health, safety, and welfare 
through site improvements and new program. 

The complete Loop of open spaces creates a distinct landscape 
at the gateway to the City. Varied program and planting 
strategies provide a range of experiences and habitats across 
the 2 acre site. Continuity allows for increased circulation, 
access, and maintenance. Each zone maintains unique 
characteristics and program. Art installations throughout the 
Loop contribute to a new identity and destination program of 
sensory and data driven experiences. 
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Retain Ex. Redwood

Beneath Freeway / 17th Street
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food trucks

bike rental
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Beneath Freeway: Program
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Beneath Freeway / 17th Street
South View
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Vermont Program

dog run

hiking

serpentine
meadow

staircases
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San Bruno
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San Bruno at 17th
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Mariposa Hillside
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Iconic Freeway Planting

AGAVE/SUCCULENTS

- low to ground 
- spines 
- low maintenance 
- drought tolerant 
- iconic
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Vermont Exit
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with door to Secret Garden
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at top of Bank
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Secret Garden
for Community

Ex. Sidewalk

New Street Trees
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ART & THE LOOP
We see the potential for art, installation, and exhibition to 
occur around the Loop as a set of experiences and informative 
installations that engage the freeway in a dialog with the park. 
This type of sensory and data-driven program derive from 
the ubiquitous presence of the freeway and would promote 
a distinct park identity and attract a range of visitors beyond 
neighborhood residents.

Based on unique existing conditions at the interface between 
freeway and park, a range of installations would provide 
opportunities for sensory and data-driven experiences. We 
have identified opportune locations and functions for a set of 
installations. Installations could be the work of multiple artists  to 
enhance the diversity of experiences provided. 

01010101010101010101010101010
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
1010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
010101010101010101010101010101010101010101010101
01010101010101010101

Experiential + Informative
create a dialog between the freeway and the park

observe experience senses measurement
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EXPOSED EDGE

DARK AREAS

DOWNTOWN VIEW

DANGEROUS AREAS

EXISTING OVERPASS

NOISE, SPEED, EMISSIONS

Unique Existing
Conditions

There are unique existing conditions 
throughout the Loop that present 
opportunities for art, installation, 
and exhibition. We see the potential 
for a loop of installations based on 
the existing conditions.
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Art, Installation, & Exhibition

There are examples of low- and high-tech options to create 
a range of unique experiences.

COUNT

project

amplify
tunnel

expose

display



THE LOOP

1

2
3

4

5

6

7

7

8

9

17
TH

 S
T

M
AR

IP
OS

A 
ST

18
TH

 S
T

VERMONT ST

SAN BRUNO AVE

	 Installations & Function
	 Around the Loop

1. Sound & Play
2. Magnify
3. Darkness & Project
4. Craft & Make
5. Para-scope / Kaleidescope
6. Silence
7. Linear Sequence
8. Learn & Facts
9. Count
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Silence

Count
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STREET IMPROVEMENTS, 
SAFETY, & CIRCULATION
Bionic was commissioned to design a park. To promote the best possible open space, we 
could not overlook a range of improvements that would improve the streetscape, safety, 
and circulation of the Loop. The proposed plan and suggested improvements encapsulates 
the community’s wish list to create a park that is accessible, enjoyable, and safe. Additional 
studies are needed to determine the feasibility of the proposed improvements.
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Pedestrian flashers

Street trees & vegetation

Bike lanes
Sidewalk planters, trees, 
     porous paving
Sidewalk extension
Park extension
Rumble strips
Speed bumps
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Street Improvements, Safety, 
& Circulation Plan Option 1
1 - Remove west side parking. Extend park and sidewalk with planters, trees, and lighting into ROW 10’. 
2 - Retain east side parking and 3 travel lanes.
3 - Extend sidewalk. Add wall/planter and trees between offramp and houses.
4 - Narrow offramp to single lane. Add rumble strips and flashers.
5 - Remove south side parking. Extend park and sidewalk 10’ into ROW. Retain bike lanes and 2 travel lanes.
6 - Extend park and sidewalk with planters, trees, and lighting into ROW 10’. 
7 - Retain parallel parking and 2 travel lanes.
8 - Narrow ROW with extended sidewalk and park space. Remove parking. Add speed bumps.
9 - Green Streets to emphasize the Loop: street trees, sidewalk vegetation, and porous paving.
10 - Create continuous pedestrian access around the Loop.



THE LOOP

Pedestrian flashers

Street trees & vegetation

Bike lanes
Sidewalk planters, trees, 
     porous paving
Sidewalk extension
Park extension
Rumble strips
Speed bumps
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Street Improvements, Safety, 
& Circulation Plan Option 2
1 - Remove west side parking. Extend park and sidewalk with planters, trees, and lighting into ROW 10’. 
2 - Retain east side parking and 3 travel lanes.
3 - Extend sidewalk. Add wall/planter and trees between offramp and houses.
4 - Narrow offramp to single lane. Add rumble strips and flashers.
5 - Remove south side parking. Extend park and sidewalk 10’ into ROW. Retain bike lanes and 2 travel lanes.
6 - Extend park and sidewalk with planters, trees, and lighting into ROW 10’. Retain parallel parking.
7 - Retain perpendicular parking and 2 travel lanes.
8 - Narrow ROW with extended sidewalk and park space. Remove parking. Add speed bumps.
9 - Green Streets to emphasize the Loop: street trees, sidewalk vegetation, and porous paving.
10 - Create continuous pedestrian access around the Loop.

Alternate 
Configuration



Street Tree

Vegetation

YES
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21%

65%

69%

17%

10%

NO N/A

THE LOOP

Swale

Sidewalk 
Vegetation

Street
Trees

Porous
Pavement

Green Street Improvements

A survey from Workshop 1 indicated that the community desired 
green street improvements throughout the Loop. Green street 
improvements could be incorporated into the Loop through the 
Better Streets Plan and the Friends of the Urban Forest.  Projects 
could include new street trees, sidewalk vegetation, swales, and 
porous pavement.
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